














































In the Spotlight 

AIM Atlanta Students Attend the 63rd

Annual NBAA Meeting and Convention 
…continued 

AIM Atlanta students who attended were; Clifford Geraci (AMTE); Albert 
Leite (AMTE); Renada Pierce (AMTE); Jason Lambert (AMTE);  Karlos 
Ward (AMTE); Willie Johnson (AMT); Anthony Brown (AMTE); Immanuel 
Arkue (AMTE); Thomas Bradshaw (AMTE); Keith Chapman (AMT). 
 

AVIATION GIANT BOEING VISITS AIM ATALANTA 
...continued 

“I came into this field with no experience, but I 
knew I liked what I was doing. Managers and 
supervisors saw me working hard on a 
consistent basis and within 9 months I was a 
manager at Boeing.”  
 
Mr. Moreland encouraged each student to work 
hard and listen to what is being taught. “There 
are many opportunities here at Boeing-all you 
have to do is want it.”  
 
Boeing’s new massive Dreamliner plant is 
being built near the existing factory at 
Charleston International Airport. 
 
The company’s 584,000 square foot aircraft 
assembly plant is scheduled to open in mid 
2011 and begin producing 3 Dreamliner planes 
a month the following year.  



 

In the Spotlight 

AIM Atlanta Honors Graduate for Outstanding Achievement 
By Mark Gilliam 

10/1/10-AIM Atlanta Campus Executive Director Reggie Baker along with The 
AIM Atlanta Student Council recognized student/graduate Robert McRight for 
his outstanding contributions to the AIM Atlanta Program.  
 
Robert McRight’s contributions to the AIM Atlanta program are endless. 
 
McRight’s endeavors are best summed up by his peers and professional staff at 
AIM Atlanta who know him best. 
 
Glen Stinson, a teammate of McRight’s on the 2010 AMT Society 
Maintenance Skills Competition, sums up McRight as, “A hardworking 
teammate who has a great personality and a loyal friend. Much of my drive for 
excellence comes from watching Robert day in and day out work his absolute 
hardest to be the best.” 
 
“A bright young man that’s an incredible leader who will be a success in 
whatever he desires to do. It was Robert’s diligence/hard-work in getting the 
AIM Atlanta Student Council up and running.” States Deb Wade – The 
Director of Compliance and Administration at AIM Atlanta. 

Perhaps the most compelling compliment was reserved for AIM Executive 
Director Reggie Baker when asked to describe McRight. “It is a true 
accomplishment to enter and graduate from a program that requires six hours a 
day and do it for one and a half years. It is an awesome feat to accomplish it 
with a perfect 4.0 grade point average and in 18 months never miss a day of 
class. Not only has Robert McRight accomplished a perfect academic record 
while attending the Aviation Institute of Maintenance but has done this while 
establishing himself as a leader. Robert was instrumental in establishment of 
the schools new Student Council as its first President. He was a member of the 
AMT Society Maintenance Skill Competition that walked away with first place 
two years in a row. It is seldom that I find myself commending and thanking a 
student for being an instrumental role toward the forward progress of this 
institution."  

McRight will take his many talents to Juneau, Alaska where he plans to work 
on helicopters as an A&P Mechanic. 

 

"EDUCATION’S PURPOSE IS TO 
REPLACE AN EMPTY MIND WITH 
AN OPEN ONE." -MALCOLM 
FORBES  



In the Spotlight 

Navy Pilot and College Football Coach 
Speak at AMA 
By Mark Gilliam 

6/28/10-Former U.S. Navy Lieutenant-U.S. Naval Academy star 
Quarterback and present Georgia Tech Offensive Backs Coach, Craig 
Candeto recently paid a visit to the AIM Atlanta campus to speak to the 
AIM Atlanta student body. 

Mr. Candeto is no stranger to the aviation industry as he has flown a FA-
18, T-34 and T-45 in his six year US Navy hitch as a “Fighter Pilot”.  

Coach Candeto began his message to the intent and patient student body 
by “Thanking each of the students for their diligence and hard-work as 
mechanics in training that one day will be professionals in the field.” 
Candeto continues his message and by adding, “The aviation industry 
means nothing without good mechanics in the field. Having been 20,000 
feet in the air, I definitely had to and needed to know the mechanics 
working on the jets I have flown or flying have done everything correctly. 
So, yes all of you are very important part of the industry..never lose sight 
of that!”  

In concluding his message, Coach Candeto encouraged the student body 
to study hard and listen to your instructors. “The training you have been 
given will allow you to go back and remember a lot of things. Attention to 
detail is incredibly important as a mechanic or any position in the 
industry.” 

AIM Atlanta students, AMT Mark Stevens and AMT Glen Stinson hosted 
the Coach and his wife.  

On behalf of the Executive Director, (Mr. Reggie Baker), AIM 
faculty/staff and student body presented the Candeto’s with AIM Atlanta 
ball-caps. 



 

In the Spotlight 

AIM – Atlanta’s 2010 Student Council
 
6/9/10-The Aviation Institute of Maintenance, Atlanta is pleased 
to announce AIM Atlanta Student Council for the 2010 school 
year.  

The 17 member of the AIM Atlanta Student Council members are 
presently enrolled students who have a relentless commitment to 
serving the 400 plus student body as their school representatives.   

In accordance and adhering to the established code set forth by 
the AIM’s Mission Statement, School Philosophy and 
Educational Objectives, the Student Council will enhance and 
embrace students with the following objectives:  

 To assist students with a variety of services including 
student study groups, peer to peer mentoring, new 
orientation tours-questions and answer sessions with 
parents, guardians or family members concerning school.  

 To create an environment where students can talk 
candidly with students concerning issues they may be 
facing including class/subject matter; getting acclimated 
to being away from home; questions concerning activities 
or resourceful information in the community.  

 Student Council members will serve as a liaison between 
the student body and the AIM administration and staff. 
Council members will report incidents that are of urgent 
importance to any staff member who will then report 
their findings immediately to AIM Atlanta’s Campus 
Executive Director 

 

2010 AIM Atlanta’s Student Council members 
are: Kim Boshnell, Glenn Johnson, Aaron 
Mize, Demerious Stephens, Mark Stevens, 
April Stigler, Glen Stinson, Scott Waller, Isaac 
Wegesend, Vester Wright, DeAngelo Gulley, 
Robert Ligon, Crystal Louis, Robert McRight, 
Dennis Mitchell, Christina Ozier and 
Christopher Stewart 









 
AIM – Atlanta Holds First Annual AMT Day
By Mark Gilliam 

The Aviation Institute of Maintenance (AIM), Atlanta campus held their first annual AMT Day Celebration on May 24th. AMT Day is a day in which 
Aviation Professional all over the USA celebrate and pay homage to Charles E. Taylor, who served as the head mechanic for the infamous Wright 
Brothers, Orville and Wilbur. 
 
In keeping with the spirit of AMT Day nationwide, AIM, Atlanta had over 400 day/evening students and numerous instructors compete in various events. 
 
Deb Wade, the Director of Compliance/Administration was elated at the idea of AMT Day. “Mr. (Reggie) Baker, Mr. (Michael) Lofton-Director of 
Education and the two Faculty Coordinator(s) Mr. (Dell) Key and Mr. (Gordon) Washburn and myself all thought AMT Day would be a blast to have for 
the students. The combination of Administrative Staff and Faculty Coordinators were inspirational in comprising the AMT day events.” states Ms.Wade. 
 
The events included: RC Helicopter, Marker Beacon, Carrier Landing, Balsa Plane and the Paper Plane. The students and faculty competed for 
prizes in which each event was scored on a 10-50 point scale system.  
 
Students had an enjoyable time throughout the day munching on hotdogs, sipping on soda, eating chips and competing in a fun way throughout the day 
with their friends-classmates and instructors.  
 
DeAngelo Gulley a Term Five student enrolled in the AMT Program shared his sentiments concerning the day of events. “AMT Day was great as it 
allowed students to interact with each other and faculty. It gave students an outlook on upcoming events AIM Atlanta may have planned for students 
enrolled here at school. We need more events like this that will allow students to have a balance between school and social activities.” 
 
AMT Day will be an annual event at AIM Atlanta.  

   

  



In the Spotlight 

Aviation School has Record Attendance at 
Career Event 

ATLANTA, GA (5/3/10) –On Friday, April 16th, Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (AIM), Atlanta campus held a Career Fair at their facility 
for graduates and current students.  “I was initially worried about having 
the career fair on a Friday because students do not have classes on 
Friday, but my worries were completely groundless,” explains Career 
Services Director, Daryle Harris.  The event was attended by over 150 
students and graduates.   
 
There was an atmosphere of excitement as the students were dressed 
professionally and had their resumes in hand, ready to distribute.  Also 
in attendance were some of the top names in the aviation industry, as 
potential employers.  Pinnacle Airlines, Aerotek, Pratt& Whitney and 
Boeing were some of the companies that were directing candidates to 
their website to begin the recruiting process, while local companies were 
hiring on the spot. 
 
The attendees were treated to everything from aviation demonstrations 
to “some of the best slow-smoked pork barbeque I have ever tasted”, 
adds Harris. 
 
“Overall, the career fair was a terrific experience for those that attended. 
I believe the current students and recent graduates had a successful 
networking and interviewing experience,” states Campus Executive 
Director, Reggie Baker, “we hope the employers felt the same way.”  



In the Spotlight 

Team Atlanta Retains its Crown at this 
Year’s AMT Skills Competition 
(3/26/10) - The annual Aviation Maintenance Technician (AMT) Skills 
Competition took place at this year’s Aviation Industry Expo in Las Vegas, 
March 16th-18th.  The Aviation Institute of Maintenance (AIM) doubled their 
chances for victory this year by entering four teams.  Team Atlanta, coached 
again by Del Key, consisted of aviation students from the Atlanta campus; 
James Deering, Robert McRight, Glenn Johnson and returning competitor and 
Team Captain, Glen Stinson.  Making up Team Texas were two students from 
the Dallas campus, Troy Roth and Michael Dooley and two students from the 
Houston campus, Wyatt Hughes and Rachael Hill (one of two female 
competitors) and coached by the AIM’s Corporate Director of Education, David 
Jones.    The third team which also consists of students from two campuses was 
Team USA.  Making up that team were AIM-Philadelphia students Micheal 
Clark and Daniel Walsworth along with Manassas, Virginia students Oscar 
Blanco-Lara and Mark Lipscomb, coached by AIM-Kansas City, Missouri’s Jim 
Dent.  The last team, Team America, was made up of two AIM-Kansas City 
students, Donald Brown and James McBride; the other female competitor, Anna 
Brown from the Chesapeake, Virginia campus; and another returning 
competitor, Kyle Broomhall, from AIM-Indianapolis.  This team was coached 
by AIM-Kansas City’s Norman Bradshaw. 
 
There were 25 teams total entered in this year’s skills competition, falling into 
one of the following four categories; military, schools, commercial airlines and 
general aviation.  This year was the first year that two international teams were 
involved, one from Australia and one from China. 
 
The official skills competitions kicked off bright and early on the morning of 
March 17th, where the competitors found out quickly the difference in practice 
and performance under fire.  But the practice and preparation from throughout 
the year paid off and for the second year in a row, Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance schools took first and second in the ‘school’ division. Team 
Atlanta retained their title of #1, while Team USA took second.  The other two 
AIM schools were unable to bring home the bronze that eventually went to 
Crimson Technical College. 
 
“The students are returning to their schools with the fire for the industry.  Some 
based on their victory and some based on the desire to improve and get what it 
takes to win next year,” states Jones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the Spotlight 

Brian Bennett Scholarship Winners
 

(3/10/10) - The Aviation Institute of Maintenance Atlanta Campus (in the city 
of Lawrenceville, GA) is please to announce Crystal Louis and Clifford Geraci 
as the recipients of the Brian Bennett Scholarship Award.  
 
The PAMA Foundation (PAMF) Scholarship Program was created to recognize 
and reward qualified students who have selected aviation maintenance as a 
career.  
 
The Brian Bennett Scholarship was named after the late son of Richard & 
Susan Bennett. Mr. Bennett was one of the original founders of the PAMA 
Foundation. The Brian Bennet Scholarship Award exemplifies a students desire 
to be the very best in the aviation industry as a Maintenance Technician.  
 
 Ms. Louis and Mr. Geraci were named the recipients of the Brian Bennett 
Scholarship based upon their enthusiasm and commitment to pursue a career in 
the Aviation Industry.  
 
“I always knew Aviation would be a great career choice”, states the determined 
Ms. Louis. Her instructor Mr. James Johnson a 34 year veteran to the Aircraft 
Technology adds; “Crystal is an exceptional student who takes great pride in 
her studies and conscious of what her goals are.” Ms. Louis presently has a 
3.26 GPA. Ms. Louis in her spare time likes to engage in volunteer activities at 
AIM with the Sopwith Strutter a WWI Aircraft undergoing construction. Ms. 
Louis hails from Baton Rouge, LA and projected to graduate January 2011.   
 
Mr. Geraci presently carries a 4.0 GPA and has received numerous awards 
while attending the Aviation of Maintenance Institutes program. Mr. Geraci has 
received the schools Director’s Award and multiple Honor Roll awards.  
 
“ Cliff takes nothing for granted and although he is an outstanding student-he  
is always the hardest worker in the group and leads by example.” states 
Instructor Mr. Michael Mayfield.  
 
Mr. Geraci is an avid cyclist and spends his free time as an active participant 
with the EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) and WIA (Women In 
Aviation) groups. 
 
The Santa Fe, Texas resident is projected to graduate March 2011. 

Cliff Geraci 

Crystal Louis 



 
AIM – Atlanta Celebrates Another Scholarship Winner
 
(1/6/10) - Aviation Institute of Maintenance (AIM), Atlanta campus, has over 500 students, but rarely does a student leave such an 
impression as Tyesha Cuttino. While earning her aviation maintenance technician certificate, Cuttino was often on honor roll and 
received numerous awards for perfect attendance.  This last summer, Cuttino received the Northrop Rice Foundation James Villnave 
Memorial Scholarship.  This is a yearly scholarship eligible to students of FAA approved PART 147 aviation schools. “She applied for 
multiple scholarships and was actively engaged in the process herself with my prodding,” states Student Services Coordinator, Jerry 
White.  
 
Villnave Memorial Scholarship is sponsored by the James Villnave Charitable Trust and was set up in honor of James Villnave, a well-
known aviation maintenance figure in the Kansas City area and the owner of the Villnave Airport in Belton, MO. 
 
Although Cuttino has just graduated this last December, she will not soon be forgotten. “I can say she was one of the most engaged 
students I have had the pleasure of knowing,” adds White.  
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